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Protocol On Procedures Governing Replacement, Dismantling Or Destruction, And 
Notification Thereof, For ABM Systems And Their Components 

Pursuant to the provisions and in implementation of the Treaty between the United States 
of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limitation of Anti-
Ballistic Missile Systems of May 26, 1972, and the Agreed Statements regarding that 
Treaty, the Parties thereto have within the framework of the Standing Consultative 
Commission agreed upon procedures governing replacement, dismantling or destruction, 
and notification thereof, for ABM systems and their components limited by that Treaty, 
as formulated in the Attachment hereto which constitutes an integral part of this Protocol. 

The Parties have also agreed on the following general guidelines: 

1. The attached Procedures shall apply only to systems or their components to be 
replaced and dismantled or destroyed pursuant to the provisions of the Treaty; 

2. Any replacement of ABM systems or their components shall be on the basis of Article 
VII of the Treaty and applicable Agreed Statements; dismantling or destruction of ABM 
systems or their components in excess of the numbers or outside the areas specified by 
the Treaty shall be on the basis of Article VIII of the Treaty and applicable Agreed 
Statements; 

3. Dismantling or destruction procedures for ABM systems or their components, related 
to implementation of the provisions of Article VII regarding replacement of those 
systems or their components and Article VIII of the Treaty, shall ensure that those 
systems or their components and facilities associated with those components, except for 
facilities at test ranges, would be put in a condition that precludes the possibility of their 
use for ABM purposes; shall ensure that reactivation of units dismantled or destroyed 
would be detectable by national technical means; shall be such that reactivation time of 
those units would not be substantially less than the time required for new construction; 
and shall preclude unreasonable delays in dismantling or destruction; 

4. Replacement and dismantling or destruction procedures shall be formulated separately 
for above-ground and silo ABM launchers and for ABM radars; 

5. Replacement and dismantling or destruction procedures shall ensure that adequate 
verification can be accomplished by national technical means in accordance with Article 
XII of the Treaty; 

6. After dismantling or destruction in accordance with the attached Procedures, facilities 
remaining at ABM launch or ABM radar sites may, at the discretion of the Parties, be 
used for purposes not inconsistent with the provisions of the Treaty and applicable 
Agreed Statements; and 



7. Through timely and appropriate procedures, the Parties shall notify each other of the 
number and type (above-ground or silo) of ABM launchers and of the number of ABM 
radars on which dismantling or destruction has been completed and is in process, and of 
the number of ABM launchers and ABM radars used for replacement. 

This Protocol and the attached Procedures shall enter into force upon signature of this 
Protocol and remain in force for the duration of the Treaty, and may be amended by the 
Standing Consultative Commission as it deems appropriate. 

DONE at Moscow on July 3, 1974, in duplicate, in the English and Russian languages, 
both texts being equally authentic. 

FOR THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA: 

Secretary of State 

FOR THE UNION OF SOVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS: 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 

 


